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Knights Templar 

Lecture Number 6 

 

The Cup of Memory and its Biblical sources 

 

Eminent Preceptor 

The purpose of the lecture is to consider that part of a 
prospective’s knight’s installation which is devoted to his taking 
sips of wine from the Cup of Memory. The object is to relate each 
part of the address to the parts of the Bible which contain 
reference to the persons named. 

1. To the memory of Moses, Aholiab and Belazeel, the three 
Grand Masters who presided over the Grand Lodge. 

Eminent Preceptor 

This takes us back to events taking place about 1250 BC. The 
name Moses will be familiar : the man who led the Children of 
Israel out of Egypt, passing dry-shod through the Red Sea and 
into the peninsula of Sinai. This followed by a nomadic existence 
; 40 years in the wilderness. 

It was in this period that Moses ascended the mountain and later 
came down bearing the 10 Commandments, engraved on 2 
Tablets of Stone. The mountain was Mount Sinai, sometimes 
called mount Horeb ; same mountain. 

Now, the names of Belazeel and Aholiab : their names and their 
actions may be just as familiar as those of Moses. Just in case, 
however…some words may be appropriate. 

Let us remember the tablets of stone. They had to be kept 
somewhere. The place provided. was a wooden chest, fashioned of 
acacia wood. The Ark of the Covenant. The Ark too had to be kept 
somewhere. Given this was a nomadic people, that somewhere 
was a travelling tent or tabernacle. Who, you enquire, were the 
experts who fashioned these artefacts? Well, listen and you will 
learn :  



Reader One; 

A reading from the Book of Exodus  

Chap. 35 vv. 4-12 and 29-35  

4 And Moses spake unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, This is the thing which 
the Lord commanded, saying, 5 Take ye from among you an offering unto the Lord: whosoever is of 
a willing heart, let him bring it, an offering of the Lord; gold, and silver, and brass, 6 And blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, 7 And rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, 
and acacia wood, 8 And oil for the light, and spices for anointing oil, and for the sweet incense, 9 
And onyx stones, and stones to be set for the ephod, and for the breastplate. 10 And every wise 
hearted among you shall come, and make all that the Lord hath commanded; 11 The tabernacle, his 
tent, and his covering, his taches, and his boards, his bars, his pillars, and his sockets, 12 The ark, and 
the staves thereof, with the mercy seat, and the vail of the covering, 29 The children of Israel 
brought a willing offering unto the Lord, every man and woman, whose heart made them willing to 
bring for all manner of work, which the Lord had commanded to be made by the hand of Moses. 30 
And Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the Lord hath called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, 
the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31 And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in 
understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship; 32 And to devise curious 
works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, 33 And in the cutting of stones, to set them, and in 
carving of wood, to make any manner of cunning work. 34 And he hath put in his heart that he may 
teach, both he, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 35 Them hath he filled with 
wisdom of heart, to work all manner of work, of the engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of 
the embroiderer, in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of the weaver, even of them 
that do any work, and of those that devise cunning work. 

 Chap. 36 vv. 1-3 1 Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whom the 
Lord put wisdom and understanding to know how to work all manner of work for the service of the 
sanctuary, according to all that the Lord had commanded. 2 And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, 
and every wise hearted man, in whose heart the Lord had put wisdom, even every one whose heart 
stirred him up to come unto the work to do it: 3 And they received of Moses all the offering, which 
the children of Israel had brought for the work of the service of the sanctuary, to make it withal. And 
they brought yet unto him free offerings every morning.  

Chap. 37 vv. 1-5 1 And Bezaleel made the ark of acacia wood: two cubits and a half was the length of 
it, and a cubit and a half the breadth of it, and a cubit and a half the height of it: 2 And he overlaid it 
with pure gold within and without, and made a crown of gold to it round about. 3 And he cast for it 
four rings of gold, to be set by the four corners of it; even two rings upon the one side of it, and two 
rings upon the other side of it. 4 And he made staves of acacia wood, and overlaid them with gold. 5 
And he put the staves into the rings by the sides of the ark, to bear the ark.  

Eminent Preceptor; 

2. To the memory of Solomon, King of Israel, Hiram, King of 
Tyre and Hiram Abiff, the three Grand Masters whoe 
presided over the Sacred Lodge. 

 



The Knights will recall that Solomon succeeded his father David 
as King of Israel. This was, give or take, about 960 BC. His aim 
was to construct in Jerusalem a Temple to the Lord. How he went 
about it and what help he received from the 2 Hirams you will 
learn from the following readings taken from the First Book of 
Kings. 

 

Reader Two; 

A reading from the First Book of Kings  

Chap 5 vv. 1-10, 17 and 18 5  

And Hiram King of Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon; for he had heard that they had anointed him 
king in the room of his father: for Hiram was ever a lover of David. 2 And Solomon sent to Hiram, 
saying, 3 Thou knowest how that David my father could not build an house unto the name of the 
Lord his God for the wars which were about him on every side, until the Lord put them under the 
soles of his feet. 4 But now the Lord my God hath given me rest on every side, so that there is 
neither adversary nor evil occurrent. 5 And, behold, I purpose to build an house unto the name of 
the Lord my God, as the Lord spake unto David my father, saying, Thy son, whom I will set upon thy 
throne in thy room, he shall build an house unto my name. 6 Now therefore command thou that 
they hew me cedar trees out of Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy servants: and unto thee 
will I give hire for thy servants according to all that thou shalt appoint: for thou knowest that there is 
not among us any that can skill to hew timber like unto the Sidonians. 7 And it came to pass, when 
Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and said, Blessed be the Lord this day, 
which hath given unto David a wise son over this great people. 8 And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, 
I have considered the things which thou sentest to me for: and I will do all thy desire concerning 
timber of cedar, and concerning timber of fir. 9 My servants shall bring them down from Lebanon 
unto the sea: and I will convey them by sea in floats unto the place that thou shalt appoint me, and 
will cause them to be discharged there, and thou shalt receive them: and thou shalt accomplish my 
desire, in giving food for my household. 10 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and fir trees 
according to all his desire.  

Chap 6 vv. 1, 37 and 38 6 And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the 
children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over 
Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of the Lord. 37 
In the fourth year was the foundation of the house of the Lord laid, in the month Zif: 38 And in the 
eleventh year, in the month Bul, which is the eighth month, was the house finished throughout all 
the parts thereof, and according to all the fashion of it. So was he seven years in building it.  

Chap 7 vv. 13-15, 21 and 22 and 51 13 And King Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. 14 He 
was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and 
he was filled with wisdom, and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass. And he came 
to King Solomon, and wrought all his work. 15 For he cast two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits high 
apiece: and a line of twelve cubits did compass either of them about. 21 And he set up the pillars in 
the porch of the temple: and he set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin: and he 
set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz. 22 And upon the top of the pillars was lily 



work: so was the work of the pillars finished. 51 So was ended all the work that king Solomon made 
for the house of the Lord. And Solomon brought in the things which David his father had dedicated; 
even the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, did he put among the treasures of the house of the 
Lord.  

Chap 8 vv. 1-9 8 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the 
chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto King Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring 
up the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. 2 And all the men of 
Israel assembled themselves unto King Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is the 
seventh month. 3 And all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. 4 And they 
brought up the ark of the Lord, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that 
were in the tabernacle, even those did the priests and the Levites bring up. 5 And King Solomon, and 
all the congregation of Israel, that were assembled unto him, were with him before the ark, 
sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor numbered for multitude. 6 And the priests 
brought in the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord unto his place, into the oracle of the house, to the 
most holy place, even under the wings of the cherubims. 7 For the cherubims spread forth their two 
wings over the place of the Ark, and the cherubims covered the Ark and the staves thereof above. 8 
And they drew out the staves, that the ends of the staves were seen out in the holy place before the 
oracle, and they were not seen without: and there they are unto this day. 9 There was nothing in the 
Ark save the two tablets of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant 
with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. 

 

Eminent Preceptor; 

King Solomon’s Temple lasted for about 400 years. It fell victim to 
the expansion of the Babylonian Empire under Nebuchadnezzar. 
In about 586 BC the Temple was destroyed and all the Jews of 
any account were exiled to Babylon. The Babylonian exile lasted 
about 60 years and came to an end after the Persian king Cyrus 
had conquered Babylon. The policy of Cyrus and his successor 
Darius was to allow the Jews a ‘speedy return to their native land 
if it be they so wished it’. In fact the majority felt settled and 
stayed in Babylon. Only the keener elements returned to Israel. 

Now, what did they return to? No Temple, for that had been 
destroyed. They would need to build yet another one. For this, 
one turns to the Book of the Prophet Haggai. He it was who urged 
the returning Jewish community to buckle to and erect the new 
Temple. I commend this book to your attention. It is not long. A 
slow reader will get through it in a quarter of an hour. 

3. ‘ to the memory of Zerubbabel the prince of the people, 
Haggai the prophet and Joshua the son of Josedech,  the 



High Priest, the three Grand Masters who presided over the 
Grand or Royal Lodge’ 

 

Reader Three; 

A reading from the Book of Haggai  

Chap 1 vv. 13, 14 and 15 13  

Then spake Haggai the Lord's messenger in the Lord's message unto the people, saying, I am with 
you, saith the Lord. 14 And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor 
of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the 
remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, 15 
In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king. Chap 2 vv. 1-
9. 2 In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the Lord by 
the prophet Haggai, saying, 2 Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 
to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying, 3 Who is left 
among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in 
comparison of it as nothing? 4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O 
Joshua, son of Josedeck, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and 
work: for I am with you, saith the Lord of Hosts: 5 According to the word that I covenanted with you 
when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not. 6 For thus saith the Lord 
of Hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and 
the dry land; 7 And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this 
house with glory, saith the Lord of Hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. 9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of Hosts: 
and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of Hosts.  

 

Eminent Preceptor 

To summarize, the Old Testament speaks of the three Temples, 
first, the travelling tabernacle, which in Moses’ day housed the 
Ark of the Covenant; second the Temple of King Solomon, 
afterwards destroyed ; third the Temple erected after the Jews’ 
return from exile. 

We now turn to the New Testament : 

4. ‘To the memory of St. John the Baptist, the forerunner of 
Christ’ 

There are copious references to St John Baptist in all 4 of the 
Gospels. I have selected an extract from St Luke. 

 



Reader Four; 
A reading from St Luke’s Gospel  

Chap 3 vv. 1-16. 3  

Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, 
and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene,  
2 Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in 
the wilderness.  
3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins;  
4 As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall 
be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth;  
6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.  
7 Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who 
hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  
8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have 
Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto 
Abraham.  
9 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  
10 And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then?  
11 He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; 
and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.  
12 Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what shall we do?  
13 And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is appointed you.  
14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto 
them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.  
15 And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he 
were the Christ, or not;  
16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I 
cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire 

 

 

 

Eminent Preceptor; 

 

5. ‘To the memory of St John the Evangelist, the Beloved 
Apostle of Our Lord, who finished by his learning what St. 
John the Baptist had commenced by his zeal’. 



 

The reference to the learning of St John the Evangelist is 
clearly to point us to the fact that it is St John’s gospel which 
unfolds the mystery of the Incarnation as our Chaplain.  

Reader Five - Chaplain; 

A reading from St John’s Gospel  

Chap 1 vv. 1-17   

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
2 The same was in the beginning with God.  
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made.  
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  
5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.  
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might 
believe.  
8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 
9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.  
11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  
12 But as many as received him, to them gave the power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name:  
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.  
15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh 
after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.  
16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.  
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ 

 

 

                      

 

   

 

 


